
God's Majestic Might
Let us turn to our Bibles to Psalm 76. Psalm 76. Yes, it's the end of the month already.
I don't know why my daughter is just surprised today. It's already the end of the month.Psalm 76.
Let's listen attentively to the Word of God as I read through Psalm chapter 76, or we call itPsalm 76.
In Judah, God is known. His name is great in Israel, and Salem also is his tabernacle, and hisdwelling place in Zion. There he broke the arrows of the bow, the shield and sword ofbattle. You are more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey. The stout-heartedwere plundered, and they have sunken to their sleep, and none of the mighty men havefound the use of their hands.
At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariots and the horse were cast into a deep sleep,a dead sleep. You yourself are to be feared, and who may stand in your presence whenonce you are angry? You caused judgment to be heard from heaven. The earth feared andwas still, and God arose to judgment to deliver all the oppressed of the earth.
Surely the wrath of man shall praise you. With the remainder of wrath, you shall girdyourself. Make the vows of the Lord your God and pay them.
Let all who are around him bring presents to him who ought to be feared. You shall cut offthe spirit of princes. He is awesome to the kings of the earth.
Let us pray. And herein, Lord, our Savior, our God, majestic in might and power, may wemeditate upon your great works that display your omnipotence, that display your powerand your majesty as our king and as our deliverer, to be encouraged thereby, God, to beblessed anew that you are indeed for us and you work and protect and preserve us so thatwe may praise you all the more. We ask this by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen
Although a shorter psalm than some other ones, it still packs a punch, as we shall see,praising our creator God, in particular as a wonder and a marvelous mighty Lord who isindeed for us and exercises and shows that power and majesty to that end. So let us seehow in particular here.
So I have it divided into two parts, the blessing of God's majestic might, the blessing ofGod's majestic might.
The Blessing of God’s Majestic Might
In Judah, God is known. His name is great in Israel, we read in verse 1. God is known.
As you know, there are many names of God in the Bible, and we know some of the Hebrewor transliterations of the English, how we would say in English, names of God. Jehovahbeing the most well-known, that is the I am that I am from Exodus, also often described asthe covenant-keeping God. He always keeps his word, I am that I am, that I never change isthe idea there.



Here, it's Elohim. So it's not in Judah, the Lord is known, that's the name that God hasexpressed to his chosen people, to the church, not to the world, although they'll hear aboutit secondhand, of course. This is Elohim, the Lord, your God, comes up in verse 11.
Here, it's Elohim that you read in Genesis chapter 1, for example, God created the heavensand the earth. When indicating the true God, Elohim functions as the subject of all divineactivity revealed to man as mankind, and as the object of all true reverence and fear frommen. Often, the word Elohim is accompanied by the personal name of God, Jehovah, as inthe Lord our God, or Jehovah our God, sometimes the other way around, often in the Bible,as you maybe never thought about it.
So the psalm here is primarily about the creator God, and the majesty and the might of ourcreator God, and here that our Lord God Almighty is known to his people of the OldTestament in Judah, of course, and his name is great in Israel. You see the synonymousparallelism of Israel and Judah, and the greatness of God, and how he is known. Verysimilar ideas, the second line of that poetic parallelism extends a little further, not just thathe's known, but that he is known as a great, by implication, majestic and wonderful God.
Among his people of old, the Old Testament church, his name is great in Israel, not just theGod of all creation for them, but a God, the covenant-keeping God, they know Elohim as, ofcourse, in a unique way the rest of the world doesn't know. This name of God is the namewith respect to his might and power over all creation, and so the unbeliever knows itvaguely. They may not use the word Elohim, they'll just say God.
They know he exists, that God exists, that's written in their hearts, that's written in creation,but the Jews of old and we of today know that God even better than they would ever knowhim, and that's the emphasis here. This creator God, the God known through generalrevelation, is known especially to his people in a unique and special way. We are given thisprivilege, and therefore we exalt and praise him, and he gives some evidence of that in thenext few verses.
His name is great in Israel. Where God is known, he should be praised. He is exalted asgreat.
You cannot know God and not know him as but great, and marvelous, and majestic. Indeed,there's no other way around it, and his name should therefore be lifted up on high, that weshould honor him accordingly, that we are his people, and he is our God, and we should notbe ashamed that we are his, any more than David and the Jews of old were ashamed ofwho he was. And so what you have in the Old Testament, and of course known for us in theNew Testament especially, is that we know the same God that the world knows, althoughthey suppress that truth in unrighteousness.
They want to hide it, and we are given the privilege of the word of God to know even moreabout him. And so that that which is seen by the light of nature is supplemented, andenhanced, and magnified by the light of special revelation of the Bible, and the revelationtherein, and the revelation of course that God gives in the ceremonial system. As we slide inhere, verse 2, and Salem also is his tabernacle, right, or the tent, probably referring, clearlyreferring to the temple.



This is written by, later on, it'll be the temple itself. Tabernacle is just the temple in tent formin the desert, right, it's a big tent moving around. But often the psalmist goes from the oldtimes to the present time, and uses different names to say the same thing, because it'spoetry, and you want to be creative.
That's what's going on here. He's not going through a time machine. The point here being,the greatness of this creator God, known in the church, is further expressed and unpackedthrough the ceremonial system, like the tabernacle, and the temple, and the priesthood,and the offerings, and everything else, as we heard this morning, for example, when heexplained their function and instituted worship.
And so here, when they know this God, and therefore they know him more than they couldknow without the special revelation of Moses, and of the prophet, they praise him all themore as a great, majestic God, and creator of their people. And it's a special privilege, to besure. They had it of old, we have it in the New Testament, we have more grace, we havemore revelation, we have Jesus who came in the flesh, and we have four books dedicatedto his life and ministry, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
And if this is true, in other words, of them of old, in Judah, God is known, his name is greatin Israel, we would say, in the church, God is known, his name is great across the world,perhaps, because the church is now expressed across the entirety of the globe by the NewTestament revelation and the Great Commission. So they have that privilege, they have thatpraise, they have the knowledge, we have greater knowledge, and therefore more reasonto honor and to exalt his name on high than they ever did of old. And he continues on hereto unpack this theme.
And Salem also is a tabernacle, his dwelling place in Zion, and there he broke the arrows,the bow, and the shield, and the sword of battle. So Salem here is another name forJerusalem, from the time of Melchizedek in Genesis 14, 18. He's the king of peace, of Salem,the city of peace.
And Psalm 76, too, and Salem also is a tabernacle, and his dwelling place is anotherreference here, and a couple other places in the Old Testament. Not often, it's an olderdescription for Jerusalem. And of course, Mount Zion is parallel to Salem or to Jerusalem interms of parallelism of the Hebrew poetry here, saying the same thing differently again.
The city name and the name of the hill of the city that it sits on, because Jerusalem sat onMount Zion, it sits on a hill. A large hill, to be sure, but it's a hill. And so it's yet another wayto describe Israel on Mount Zion.
The hill of Jerusalem was built, quote, it was surrounded on all sides except the north bydeep valleys. So it would be very hard to conquer the city. That's why we would put a city ona hill and put the, you know, the ramparts and the walls around it so you could protect andguard three sides at least.
And certainly the fourth side still has the wall there. And the imagery here then is to, again,explain and show why his name is great, because we have the tabernacle. We have his



dwelling place, not as though God is a man and has a body and needs somewhere to resthis head.
A thousand times, no. If God were but a man, then he wouldn't be our God, becausenothing but an eternal being could sustain and create and move forward all that we seearound us, because we know it's finite. We know the energy is finite.
It cannot last forever. We know there's a thing called entropy. Everything eventually fallsapart and is decayed, yet we still can survive somehow.
Creation can only exist if there's an infinite creator, the author and finisher of all things. Andso he does not have a dwelling place. The Old Testament Jews were not a bunch of paganswho thought their God was hungry and needed sacrifices, and he was sad and worriedabout the weather, so he needed a building.
I suppose some of them became more crass that way, especially the northern tribes rightafter the division between Rehoboam and Jeroboam, after Solomon. The northern tribes fellmuch further, didn't they? And much quicker. And it seemed like often open-rank paganthinking and syncretism.
So maybe they thought that way, I don't know. But certainly the godly men like David didnot. They knew that God owned a thousand cattle and a thousand hills.
It's all his. Why do I need, we read elsewhere, any of the stuff when I own everything? Andthe earth is his footstool. That's the God of whom they find greatness in, and majesty, andmight, and power, and wonder to behold.
And so this imagery of tabernacle and dwelling place, two similar ideas again, clearly, isthat God's special blessing is there. He set up this building for our sake, or for the OldTestament Jews' sake, because they're weak in faith. And what? One is something they cansee with their eyes, and touch with their hands, because their faith was weak.
And I know you, I know you feel like your faith is weak sometimes as well, and you're like,boy, I wish I was like David. The difference between you and David, or you and Rachel,other godly women of the Old Testament, is that they needed tangible sacrifices andpriests, miracles even. You don't get a miracle, how often have you guys run across miraclesrecently? You don't get a temple, you don't get a priesthood to point to Christ, you don't geta sacrifice where you can smell the aroma of a burnt animal and realize that's the sameidea of God being pleased, as you are pleased physically, he is pleased spiritually.
You don't get any of those tangible things to strengthen your weak faith, because your faithis actually stronger in many ways than theirs was of old. That's the point. And so again, ifGod is known then, and his name was great then, how much more should he be known andis known in the church today, and great today, and therefore on the flip side, in churchesthat name the name of Jesus Christ, but live in rank ignorance of who God is, it's a greatershame to them today than it was to them of old.
When you read passages in the Bible, and you read the positive here, the one side of thepicture, God is known and his name is great, you can also learn from that the flip side,



where his name is not known, his name is not great, is a sad state to be sure. We don't wantthat. We don't want that today, we didn't want that back then, but unfortunately it doeshappen.
It happened in the northern tribes, as you know, the ten tribes, and eventually even in thesouthern tribes, where they mixed God's great worship and became more ignorant, andunfortunately it happens today. It's a sad state of affairs. Now, examples of his majestic orgreat might.
Verses three through six, then he, there he broke the arrows of the bow, the shield, and thesword of battle. You are more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey and thelike. And so the picture here of broken arrows of the bow, of the shield, and the sword ofbattle, that is a broken arrow, and a broken shield, and a broken sword of battle, what he'sdescribing here poetically.
His evidence, he's describing evidence of the Lord's power over the enemies of God and hispeople. Probably an invasion of Israel. Certainly, whenever God had defeated his people ofold, both through natural providence, such as warfare, and certainly through the variousmiracles of old, the enemies of God were broken.
We should never forget, therefore, as the psalmist here does not forget, God's goodness tohis church in all ages. And because of that, he wrote these psalms, David did, and others, asthe titles are here, because it's most natural to break out in song, and in praise, and inprayer, when God has done wonderful things for us. And so we should write them downand sing to our God.
We should count them to our children and to our grandchildren. Church survived thepersecutions of old, and the enemies would literally come after them with a sword. Andeven in the New Testament era, into our day and age, they would literally come after themwith a sword.
Not only the torture of the Roman Catholic Church, but the Muslim invasion of Europe in the6th and 700s. So these things, and these acts in which the enemy tries to destroy us witharrows, with shields, with swords of battle, they fall apart against the great wall of God'sdefense. They did of old, they do today, and no weapon formed against her shall stand,against us shall stand, against God's people shall ever stand.
Sure, we don't have swords today. We don't have shields. Those are kind of quaint ideas.
We got bullets. We got tanks. We got cannons.
We have nuclear bombs. They're not going to destroy the Church. These nations that havethese powers will fade away, as we saw over 2,000 years now, since the time of ChristJesus.
And their weapons will go into disuse, but the Church will still survive. Never forget that.Particular churches may pass and go.
The Corinthian Church is gone. Church of Athens is gone. Other churches are wiped away.



But the Church of God across the world, the global entity, will always be there somewherein this world until Christ returns. And we shall be preserved, of course, in our soul,especially. As long as our majestic and mighty Lord is our God, He will preserve and breakthe bows of the enemy.
And He is more glorious, therefore, and more excellent than anyone else who has powerand might. And the mountains of prey is the interesting way of describing it here, themountains of prey. So it's either a metaphor for the enemy armies that were in themountains around Jerusalem, or simply a description of the animals themselves in themountains.
In either case, it's a picture of something powerful, something that can take them out. Godis greater than these things. Probably the armies, because the stout-hearted wereplundered, and they have sunk into their sleep.
None of the mighty men have found the use of their hands. And at Erebuchel, God andJacob, both the chariot and horses, were cast into deep sleep. So there it is, the armiesagainst God and His people.
And God is greater than all of them. They have nothing in comparison to Him, the stout-hearted, verse 5, that is, the most brave of the enemies of God, coming to take on theChurch of the Old Testament. Or even today, who wish to terrorize the Church of God, wereplundered, and they have sunk into their sleep as though they were dead.
And none of the mighty men have found the use of their hands. I guess like the idea ofthey're shaking, they can't pick it up, they're weak, because they're terrified of the power ofGod Almighty. And the majesty of Him brings them to their own shame, and they arebrought to naught.
And therefore, God, in the description here in verse 6, rebukes the horse and the chariot,the mighty powers of their day and age. They were quick and swift, they were well-armored, and they were well-protected, and they could run you down. You can imaginehow terrifying it is to foot soldiers, because most of the men back then were foot soldiers.
They made up, I don't know what it would be, 80% of the army, easily. The rest would be,anybody can learn how to ride a horse. To ride a horse, not only ride a horse, but ride ahorse and kill with it.
Pick, use a weapon while using the horse and attack people with it. And of course, thechariot, which took a little more coordination, and just mowed you down. And God justreally speaks.
And both the chariot and horse were cast into a deep sleep. They'd just stop and fall over,as though they were dead, stopped in their tracks, we would say today. They are butnothing before Him.
He rebukes the enemies. At your rebuke, O God, all of this falls to naught. And today, theemphasis of God's might in history is important for us to remember that God is for us, butnot just physically in the sense of God preserved the church of old in the Old Testament, and



through the last 2,000 years from people who would literally take the sword and try to killthem, but especially spiritually in the kingdom of God.
That the power of Jesus Christ, the enemies, even in the high places, were conquered intheir heart by the preaching of the Word of God, where we use spiritual weapons, theweapons of truth, to take down the lies of Satan. And so the history of preaching in thechurch is a history of using the sword of the Spirit to take on the enemy of this world. Ourweapons are spiritual, and they were spiritual in the Old Testament, but often many things,again, were physical because their faith was weak, and they needed those physical thingsto prop up their weak faith.
In the New Testament, we have a lot less of that. We have simply the Word and sacrament.We have baptism.
It's physical. It's tangible. We have the Lord's support.
It's physical. It's tangible. That's it.
We don't need anything else. We don't have a special place to meet anymore, like inJerusalem. There's no more Holy Land.
They're not holy over there anymore unless they repent and follow Jesus. It's very reducedto these two simple things, Word and sacrament. And even the sacrament plays, of course,a second fiddle in many ways to the preaching and the truth of God's Word, as Paulreminds us of 1 Corinthians 1. What's baptism compared to the preaching of the gospel, hesays? I don't care if anybody ever got baptized.
Are you a believer? Have you trusted in Jesus Christ? Quit bragging about baptism, as Isummarized Paul there. And our praise and our prayers to God as well rebuke His enemies.The unbeliever doesn't like to hear the Word of God preached, especially the law of God.
They take it as a rebuke. They take it as a personal offense often. I've run across that inmyself.
Maybe you have as well. They may not say it that way, but you can tell they're kind ofoffended. They don't, why don't you pray that way? What kind of a prayer is that? Why doyou talk this way? What is this about law and judgment? I thought you guys were all aboutgrace.
Well, it's both. It just depends where you are with respect to God, of course. What you needto hear.
The Spirit, of course, rebukes the heart of the wicked and converts them. It converted us. Itconverted you, brothers and sisters.
He conquered you. You were His enemy through the spiritual truth of the Word of God. Thatleads us to the second point.
The Fear of God’s Majestic Might



That's the blessing of the majesty of God. It's known in the church especially. We have thepreaching.
We have the sacraments. We don't have the tabernacle, to be sure. Yes, we have greaterrevelation, and this is a good and blessing for us.
And so God's name is greatly and great among us, and His majesty is seen among us, butalso feared. You yourself are to be feared. The fear of God's majestic might, verses 7through 12, where we read of the fear of God a couple of times.
The word is used here. You yourself are to be feared, and who may stand in your presencewhen once you are angry? Let us recall the association of Elohim with fear, with the idea offear, and the definition I gave earlier from the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament.When indicating the true God, Elohim functions as the subject of all divine activity.
He is the one doing all the divine activity revealed to man, so in nature and in the Bible, andas the object of all true reverence and fear from men, because He is the Creator God, andwe are His children. Although fallen in a rebellion against Him, there should be thisreverence and fear from men upon Him. And in general, of course, we should fear the LordGod's might and omnipotence as we fear terrifying rhinos and majestic elephants.
I have pictures. I like to take photography now and then. We go to the zoo, and I alwaysbring my camera.
I'm expecting, I want to find a new animal and take pictures of it, and I like to take picturesof the big animals, of course, like a rhino. And I have a rhino that pops up on my desktop,and the desk, you know, desktop pictures in the background, cycles through. And this is arhino.
We were looking at the rhino today as I was going over my notes. They're terrifying inperson, but they're in that deep pit. You don't want to meet in person.
They look really great and quiet, and they don't look like they're doing a whole lot. Theydon't even look angry sometimes, but you don't want to get near one. They're actuallyterrifying.
We got pretty close to an elk once up at Estes Park when they were running through theCentral Park there, that circle park in the middle. I think many of you have probably beenthere. And the forest rangers were trying to keep everyone away from the elk.
We got pretty close. We probably shouldn't have got that close. They are huge.
And I was like, honey, don't get any closer. That thing is just, who knows what it's going todo? So that's a natural fear of based on what? Partly ignorance. What's the animal going todo? But what's behind that? It is greater than you.
It is larger than you. It is more powerful than you. So you have a natural fear.
It's not a sinful fear. It's a different kind of fear. It shouldn't be a slavish fear towards God,of course.



So there's a natural fear that we ought to have as believers and as humans in general. Youfear things much greater than you that could squish you without a thought. But we alsoknow the Elohim of the majestic might is also our Father.
So there's a different kind of fear as well. Not only a natural fear that you should have, evenif there was no sin, because God is infinitely greater. There's just no comparison betweenme and a rhino and God.
But the kind of fear that you have in a family, in a family relationship where your parentstenderly care for you and preserve you from harm, but you fear their judgment, you feartheir disappointments, because you desire to accomplish their will and to do good untothem. A godly fear. And he unpacks this fear here particularly of a dangerous judgmentwhere God is not your father, but only your judge.
In verses 8 through 9, who can stand in your presence when once you are angry, right? Thatdivine wrath of a judge, not the petty anger of a child. You cause judgment to be heardfrom heaven. The earth feared and was still when God arose to judgment to deliver all theoppressed of the earth.
This is just judgment, such power that the world sees and hears as though it came fromheaven. Of course, in the Old Testament background here, the many deliverances were bymiracles that did get people's attention. They were public miracles.
People saw them. They weren't hidden. In my upbringing as a charismatic, all the miraclesare often private and never really seen.
Someone else who saw, someone else who saw, someone else who did the miracle. Hello?What do you have in the Old Testament? Hundreds. Yeah, even thousands of witnesses.
You couldn't hide it. That's the kind of judgment God's going to bring ultimately, as weheard this morning, right? This is poetry, so he's speaking of many things conceptually thatcan include things of the past, things of the present, and ultimately things of the future, thegreat return of Jesus Christ, where he sits on the throne and judges the world. And so thispower of God Almighty will be seen and has been seen of all there, but that is the greatjudgments of all where the nations of Syria, Babylon, Egypt were thrown into the Red Sea,were but foretaste of the great judgment where Christ Jesus shall return.
Our God is not a petty God, but a God who delivers the oppressed. His anger here in verse 7,as it is elsewhere in the Bible, is not, oh, you stepped on my toe. Oh, you said a bad thingabout me.
It's not that at all. It is a just and upright creator whom we have infinitely offended by ourdesecration of his creation, and the highest part of his creation being us, our soul and ourbody used for pathetic lusts and sins and unhealthy desires. And here in particular, God whoarose to judgments as though, again, remember, judges and kings were one in the OldTestament often.
Certainly every king was a judge, although not every judge was a king. And God is the greatmajestic king here, and he's going to rise up to judgment, arose to judgment, though



getting off the chair, about to execute the enemies, to deliver all the oppressed of the earthor of the land, but ultimately of all his people across the world. The word could go eitherway.
The church. The oppressed here clearly is not what liberals like to think of an oppressed,which is always someone without a lot of money, but the oppressed spiritually, evenphysically, for spiritual reasons. That is, we hate the church in which to drive you into theground, so we're going to bring poverty upon you.
As we know, brothers and sisters, perhaps, and certainly in the Middle East and Africa andAsia are physically poor, but that is, in one sense, incidental to their spiritual poverty beforeGod, of course, that they know who they are before him, and they are humble before him.But the oppression here, the oppression of them is for a wrong reason. It's the wrongpeople to oppress.
You shouldn't oppress people in general anyways, but especially God's people. It's kind ofthe flip side. You take care of random kids in the sense of, you know, the neighborhood kidcomes through your house or he scrapes his knee on riding a bike like they do in ourneighborhood, and you help them.
Sure, but who are you especially going to help? Your own family. You put more effort intoyour own family, and so we should not oppress anybody, but you especially should notoppress the apple of God's eyes. The church.
Either the Old Testament or the New Testament. God will vindicate, God will protect, andGod will judge those of old and of today who hate his people and hate their Lord and willnot repent. That's what's going on here.
It's a just judgment. It's again a future glimpse of Christ Jesus who would deliver theoppressed church in a final and complete and public manner before the enemies of theworld who will tremble at his vengeance. They will find him in awe.
Verse 12, he is awesome. We're awe-inspiring to the kings of the earth because they arequaking in their boots. That's the picture.
The wrath of man praises God. Verse 10, I always remember this verse because it's quiteinteresting in the history of the church and of preaching. Our forefather, John Witherspoonof the Presbyterians, the first moderator of the General Assembly of 1787, the same year inwhich we met to redo the Constitution, make the Constitution from the ContinentalCongress into what we have today.
They met Philadelphia. We were meeting to create the General Assembly of thePresbyterian Church for the whole entire colony. And Witherspoon had preached in 1776this psalm, and particularly this passage, surely the wrath of man shall praise you.
With the remainder of wrath you shall gird yourself. And he mentions in that sermon, this isone of the very few if the first sermon I ever preached that dealt with current politicalevents. And it was 1776.
War. The wrath of man. War is certainly about the wrath of man.



And this language here is describing poetically that man's wrath, although contrary to ourown thinking, can actually praise God. That is, he uses it for his glory. And the remainder ofwrath, the wrath of man, you shall gird yourself as though it were a belt.
God uses, in other words, man's sin and his wrath for his glory and ultimately for our good.That's what he's describing here. This poetic parallelism again, 10a to 10b, the wrath of manshall praise you.
The remainder of wrath, you shall gird yourself. You shall gird yourself as though it were abelt to hold yourself up, just prop up your purposes and goals in this world. The wrath ofman there, in the shorthand for the evils of man, not just war, used by God's providence forhis glory.
If man's most viral sin brings God praise, certainly other sins can as well. And the greatestsin, of course, was their attack upon his son, Jesus Christ. They meant it for evil, but Godmeant it for good, as we see in Acts chapter 2 when Peter preaches his sermon.
It is the sins of men are a tool in God's hand. Men wish to lash out a God of wrath, but heturns it to his own use. If the Lord uses it for greater ends than the petty revenge of earthlytyrants, for the heart of the king is in the hands of the Lord.
It moves whatsoever he wills. How then is man's wrath and how can it lead to the praise ofGod? It points to the need of a Savior. The wicked outbursts of men and women, both bodilyand in their souls, shows their need of a Savior, that they are indeed wicked, and they're ontheir way to hell.
The praise of God is in people seeking him out because they recognize this fact, that theyneed a Savior. And so it brings them, if they are moved by the Spirit and conviction, tosalvation, not just to the awakening of the terrors of death, but away from that to the joysof Christ and embracing our Lord and Savior. It also helps the church in her maturation andgrowth.
Hebrews 12.1 we read, excuse me, 12.5, and you have forgotten the exhortation whichspeaks to you as sons. My son, do not despise the chasing of the Lord, nor be discouragedwhen you are rebuked by him. For whom the Lord loves, he chastens and scourges everyson whom he receives.
How is the church scourged by God? We forget the Old Testament church was scourged byGod by actually being literally attacked by Assyria, Egypt, and Babylon, or the Philistinesand the land around them. Actual wrath and anger and war was part of how God chastisedthe Old Testament church. And I see no difference in the New Testament church, why itwould be any different.
And when we are under this, we need to realize God uses the anger, the wrath, the sin ofmen, not just anger in the simplest sense, but it's a shorthand for all the sins of men, for ourchastisement so that we would learn to be humble before God, and to submit to hisprovidence, and to cry out for mercy. Verse 11, make vows to the Lord your God, that herewe have Jehovah, first time in the text, and pay them, and let all who are around him bring



presence to him who ought to be feared, that as God ought to be feared. So these arevoluntary vows to offer sacrifices before God if something amazing happened or Godblessed the harvest, for example, and they ought to take to heart the vows before the Lord,and godly fear and joy because God is a majestic God, and they ought to fulfill their vows.
It's an encouragement to them to do the right thing. And the latter half of verse 11, all thosearound him bring presence to him who ought to be feared, God ought to be feared. Sothere it is, the third time the word fear is used in this section.
The majesty of God should bring about godly fear, of course always mixed with love. Love isthere. The Old Testament, you see a lot more fear to be sure.
Love is mentioned in the Old Testament. Loving God is mentioned there, but fear isespecially highlighted because God collectively said, you guys need to learn, like littlechildren, the hard way. And children learn a lot through discipline, spanking and the like.
They don't like it, it's scary, but they learn quick. And then lastly, verse 12, he shall cut off thespirit of princes, that is, of course, bad princes, those who are enemies against God and hispeople, and he is awesome to the kings of the earth, awe-inspiring, all those of might andpower like a prince or king, and their majesty is nothing compared to the majesty and mightof our God Almighty. They will quake in their boots, and they stand in awe of God.
They are dumbfounded. There's nothing they can say on the great day of judgment. There'snothing they can do.
All the power that they thought they had will avail them nothing when Jesus Christ returns.They cannot buy him off, they cannot attack him, nothing like that. The majestic might ofGod Almighty can no longer be denied in that great day when Jesus Christ shall return.
And the majestic might of our Lord shall be seen before all. Come quickly, Lord, we pray.Amen.
Father God, we do thank you for this psalm as it paints a glorious picture of who you areand how the nations are judged by you for the sake of your people who are oppressed andyou preserve and protect them, and that the wrath of man is girded about you and used ina way we cannot fully understand for your glory to lift up and exalt your name for the goodof your church. Father God, may we rest in that truth and promise and rely upon and praiseand sing praises of the majestic might that is you. We ask this by the blood of Jesus Christ.
Amen.


